
Patent and 7 . viark Office 



APPLICATION NO. 



NG DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/603,635 



06/25/2003 



Larry Eugene Steidl 



7590 04/04/2006 

brouse Mcdowell 

500 First National Tower 
Akron, OH 44308-1471 



DN 

1997-228-USA-D-P-01 



4035 



EXAMINER 



VARGOT, MATHIEU D 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1732 

DATE MAILED: 04/04/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/603,635 


Applicant(s) 
STEIDL ET AL. 


Examiner 

Mathieu D. Vargot 


Art Unit 

1732 




~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence ac 


Idress - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 79-22 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

r 6)S Claim(s) 19-22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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1. Claims 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In the claims, it has not been clearly set forth how the lock ring actually functions to lock 
the mold top and bottom halves together. Apparently, applicant merely places the lock 
ring around the mold segments and it is unclear how a mere placement therearound 
would actually lock the mold segments together. Clarification is required as to how the 
lock ring actually locks the segments together. In claims 19 and 21, the recitation " said 
(a) lock ring being selectively connected (connectable) to said first lock rod at said quick 
connect coupling" is indefinite in that it is unclear how the lock ring is connected— ie, the 
meaning of "selectively" should be clarified as to how the lock ring is actually connected. 
See claim 19, lines 9-10 and claim 21 , lines 5-6. Also, the nexus between the lock 
frame, first lock motor and first lock rod has hot been fully set forth in apparatus claim 
19. Ie, it is not clear how these components cooperate to allow the lock ring to be 
employed. A recitation such as that at lines 10-1 1 of claim 21 needs to be inserted into 
claim 19 to establish what is occurring. Also, claim 21 should be amended to recite that 
the lock cylinder is what is lowering the lock frame. Claim 21 , lines 12-14 require 
amendment concerning the recitation " lifting said locking mechanism away from the 
mold, coupling, and, lifting said locking mechanism away from the mold", such not 
making any sense. Also, claim 21 calls for a method "for locking" and the last line of the 
claim recites lifting the locking mechanism away from the mold. It is not clear how lifting 
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away a locking mechanism constitutes a locking of the mold. Claims 20 and 22, the 
dependencies need to be corrected. 

2.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni, can be reached on 571 272-1 196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




M. Vargot 
March 30, 2006 
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Primary Examiner 
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